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WORLD WAR 1 MEMORABILIA
IN OUR COLLECTION

The impact of the First World
War on the whole of Australia
was huge. Orbost Museum has
an excellent collection of objects,
photos, personal items, books,
medals, and other memorabilia.
This is only a small selection.

Fundraising involved all sections of society, and especially
women. Children and schools were also part of the total war
effort. Patriotic Carnivals and Concerts, picnic race meetings,
moving picture evenings in the Mechanics Hall, sports,
dances, tennis tournaments, the Show, ladies sewing guilds
all helped.
ABOVE: Comforts Fund workers with their stall, Club Hotel
is in the background. Notice the small lad dressed as a
Soldier and the SAVE OUR BRAVE BOYS flags.
LEFT: This medal was presented to the family of James
Pullar Cameron who was killed on 7/8/1915 at Gallipoli.
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BOOKS written at the War or shortly
afterwards—Diggers stories, drawings, cartoons,

jokes, songs, poetry. The ANZAC BOOK was famous,
written by diggers during Gallipoli and printed soon
afterwards. The AUSSIE MAGAZINE was also well
know. Note that the shape of the soldier’s head is
actually in the shape of Australia. Patriotism was a
key message in all publications during the War.
Alexander Butters (who served in the War) has his
name on the front of the AUSSIE.

ABOVE LEFT: A Welcome Home Dinner for Orbost men who served. Names are Frank Cowell, Jack Irvine, Les
Waller, Tom Martin, Dick Beattie, Bill Russell, Bill Cowell, Dave Williams, Col Cameron, Bert Shaw, Jack Gluth,
Henry Thomas, Alec Butters. Women organisers: Mrs A G Nixon, Nell Cameron, Grace Cameron, Ivy Richardson,
Nina Winchester.
ABOVE RIGHT: Victory celebrations.

ARMY BISCUITS. Amazingly preserved, these were
possibly from the Boer War, but were also standard issue
during W W I. Were these the original Anzac Biscuits? As
you can see, they were extremely hard (known to break
teeth) and needed to be softened up with a cup of tea or
soup. There are many mentions in the Anzac Book about
these biscuits which were the butt of jokes.
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ABOVE: Anzac March in Nicholson Street, Orbost 1919. Leading off is
the town band, followed by a group of soldiers. On the left are A E
Powell’s butcher shop, also Athens Café. Further down is the Post
Office and Herberts Stores.

ABOVE: FABRIC FROM A GERMAN
AIRCRAFT
This souvenir of War represents a close
encounter, possibly with a downed
German aircraft. No details are available.
The fabric is painted cloth, and the black
marks on a cream or white background
were marked on the plane, possibly in
the shape of the Iron Cross.

LEFT: Orme Andrews (b 1894, d 1973) took part in the
Gallipoli landing on 25 April 1915. He also fought in France.
Later, he went to England where he trained as a pilot with
the Australian Flying Corps. The small photo is of Orme in
his flying uniform, with another man identified as George
Piper. Orme returned to Orbost in 1937 and opened a
menswear store.
Orme and other men at Gallipoli wrote letters
home. These were published in the Snowy River Mail from
July to September in 1915 and form a wonderful account
of life at the front. These letters have been transcribed and
collected into a separate folder by the Historical Society.
No further letters were printed throughout the War.

LEFT: Identity tags for Gunner Alex Pullar Cameron
who died in 1919 of war injuries, and Vet Sargeant
G H Douglas Russell. Both were from well-known
farming families in the Orbost district.

LEFT: We would like
more information about
this wallet. Inscription:
’To Oliver for birthday
18.2.18 Salisbury, from
John. And also, ‘Jack
died 4.4.18.
V B’.
CAN ANYONE HELP?
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RIGHT: This
embroidered Happy
Christmas card was
made in France, an
excellent example of
marketing to those who
served under the British
flag (including
Australians). Inside, ‘I
am still going well and
strong. Love from
Maurie.’

DEATH PLAQUE—James Cameron
“He died for Freedom and Honour” are the words on this plaque which
was sent to the relatives of those who died. James Pullar Cameron was a
tall young man of 23 years when he enlisted in September 1914. He was
killed in action on Walkers Ridge, Gallipoli in August
1915 and like many others who served, has no
known grave.
St Andrews Church contains two honour
rolls (Presbyterian and Methodist) and several
memorials including a memorial plaque for James P
Cameron. St James (Anglican) also has an honour
roll, and several memorials, including stained glass
windows. The fallen were not forgotten.

ABOVE and LEFT: Stereoscope and cards. Cards
produced by Geo Rose in 1914. Images of France,
Egypt, training, camps, guns, marches etc.
RIGHT: A few items from the Ted Lawless
Collection. Edward (Ted) b1895, d1917 was
a young coachbuilder and blacksmith in
Orbost when he enlisted. After training as
a signaller, he went to France where he
was killed three days after arriving at the
front. His mother, Elizabeth Lawless was a
well-known Orbost midwife. She kept her son’s memory alive and
passed down his collection of training manuals, medals and photos.
Her grandson Ray Lawless donated this collection to the Museum.
LEFT: Fundraising
to pay off War
Loans and Peace
Loans continued
for many years.
This plaque was
presented to the
Orbost Shire for
having
oversubscribed
its quota.

LEFT: Fundraising was
a total effort from all
Australians. Eileen
McDougall of
Lochend School was
awarded this YOUNG
WORKERS PATRIOTIC
GUILD certificate in
1917. It is signed by
Head Teacher,
Donald Smith.
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