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WORLD WAR 2 MEMORABILIA
IN OUR COLLECTION

War memorabilia comes in many forms — photos, medals, letters and
postcards, books, uniforms and kit, bits of shrapnel, souvenirs ……………
the list is long and some of it very moving and personal.

COCONUT from New Guinea

Imagine the surprise when Mrs Jim Moir of Orbost called in to the Post
Office to collect a ‘parcel’, only to have the Post Master throw a coconut
across the counter to her. The story told by her son Barry is that she neatly
caught the coconut, then discovered that it had some carving on it with her
address:
MRS. J. MOIR
NICHOLSON STREET
ORBOST
VIC.
It was from her husband, Jim who was
serving in New Guinea as a driver/engineer
with the 32/57th Battalion. After the War,
Jim returned to Orbost and worked with
Herbert Stores, and Herbert’s Menswear.
He died in 1999. Mrs Moir (‘Ollie’) kept the
coconut all her life. After her death in
2003, the coconut then went to her son
Barry who recently donated this wonderful
item to the Orbost Museum.
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JAPANESE SWORD Katana style, from New
Guinea
This sword was collected by
Norman Ladner when he
was serving in New Guinea.
It was his daughter, Lorraine Joiner who donated it to the Orbost Museum after first handing it in to
Orbost Police as part of a weapons amnesty.
Often called a ‘samurai sword’, this style of single edged, curved, and slender sword with a long wooden
grip suitable for being held by two hands, dates back several hundred years in Japan. During World War 2,
Katana swords were specially manufactured as part of the uniform of all Japanese Army Officers.

JERUSALEM photo album
This small wooden covered
and beautifully decorated
photo album was sent as a
Christmas present by Corp. E.
Answer (Eric Edward Answer)
to his mother, Muriel. Eric
had enlisted in 1940 from
Wairewa and served in the
Army in Palestine. This album
contains many small photos of Eric, of army life, swimming in the Dead Sea,
visiting historic sites in Bethlehem, the Sea of Galilee etc. It is a wonderful
small memento to which Eric has added his photos and thoughts of home from a far-away place.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
publications — 1941-50
Our Museum holds an excellent collection of
seven of these books which were published by the
Austn. War Memorial during and after the War.
The cartoon at right is from ‘On Guard with the
Volunteer Defence Corps’. Published in 1944, this
book contains stories, jokes, drawings, photos,
cartoons, as well as more serious history about the
’home guard’.
This series of books acknowledges the personal
lives of those who served in the various theatres
of war: in the jungles of the Pacific; the Middle
East; in Europe; at
home; and in the
Navy.
Roy McKenzie
donated six of
these books.
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“THE SUN” 8 May 1945 — War Ends in Europe
On 8 May 2019, it will be 70 years since this issue of ‘The Sun’ 8
May 1945 carried the momentous news that the War in Europe had
ended. This was V E Day, when the documents of surrender were
signed in Berlin. In Victoria, 100,000 people attended a service at
the Shrine of Remembrance in Melbourne.
In Orbost, the ‘Snowy River Mail’ of 9 May 1945 has only a small
piece on p2 about the War ending. “The news was received quietly
but with intense satisfaction. Flags were flown to-day and the occasion marked by a civic thanksgiving
service in the Mechanics Hall. ….” Celebrations were tempered because for many Australians the War
was not yet over until the Pacific War ended with the Japanese surrender on 2 September.

INTERNMENT CAMP TOKEN
This is a one penny token used in Internment Camps during
World War 2. Such a camp was at Bete Bolong near Orbost,
housing Italian prisoners of war who had surrendered in the
Middle East (Syria, Abyssinia, Libya, Eritrea, Egypt, Ethiopia).
This camp functioned from 1943-1946, with the approx. 50
prisoners working on Orbost farms. They were transported to
the farms each day and then returned to the camp at night.
At that time, there was extensive vegetable growing for the
War effort—beans, peas, maize, and all manner of vegetables
for the dehydration factory at Maffra. This token was
donated by Lindsay Thomson.

VOLUNTEER AIR OBSERVER’S CERTIFICATE — awarded to Mrs F
Armistead
Mrs Armistead gave one year of service as an Air Observer. This certificate is
dated 20 September 1945. There are no doubt other similar certificates
amongst Orbost families because many people served as ’spotters’ for the
VAOC. A spotting tower with windows all round was located on the top of a
shed in the Recreation Reserve (near where the croquet courts are now).
Volunteers had to observe all aircraft whether they be enemy or Allied, note
the direction, sound, number of engines, height, time etc. and report any
sightings to a VAOC centre. Spotters were very useful in tracking and saving
many Allied planes, although enemy planes were a rarity.

“GUINEA GOLD” — 7 editions, 1943-44
These newspapers, which were printed in New Guinea, brought
news of home and world events to troops. Separate editions
for Australian and American troops were produced. They was
great morale boosters for news-hungry troops. Four pages
were published daily, initially in Port Moresby, and later in Lae.
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UNIFORM and KIT BAG — Jim Trewin
Jim was born in 1916 at Orbost, the son of
George Herbert TREWIN and Elizabeth KERR.
He enlisted with the A.I.F. at Sale on 23
October 1939 and was amongst the first from
this area to go overseas. He served as a
Lieutenant in the 2/7th and 58/59th Battalions,
Service No. VX5640. He saw service in the
Middle East, Syria and New Guinea, and was wounded in action at Bardia. After
the War, Jim returned to Orbost, dying on 24 April 1965, aged 49, as a result of
suffering a heart attack whilst working on his farm. The Orbost Museum is
honoured to have Jim’s uniform, cap, medals, and also his kit bag. Medals are:
the 1939-45 Star; Africa Star; Pacific Star; Australian Service Medal; and the
1935-45 Defence Medal.

FIRST FIELD DRESSING — 1943
Manufactured by Johnson & Johnson P/L Sydney for the Australian
Army, this small package contains two dressings in waterproof covers,
each consisting of a gauze pad stitched to a bandage, and a safety pin.
Directions for use are printed on the outside of the package. The gauze
pad is applied to the wound and the bandage secured, one dressing to
be used for each wound.

AIR RAID SIREN
During 1941-43 it was considered imminent that Japan's army may attempt to
invade Australia. Anticipating Japanese air and submarine attacks, blackout
restrictions on homes and businesses and vehicles were introduced and air raid
warning instructions issued. Drills were practiced in schools and trenches were dug.
This air-raid siren was installed on the roof of the G.P. Motors (originally the
Winchester & Rodwell Garage) in Nicholson Street during World War 2. Does
anyone know if it was ever used?
Manufactured In Melbourne by Gatic Australia.

RATION CARDS

This is just one of many ration cards in the Orbost
Museum. This one was issued to Anne P
Richardson of Bete Bolong South, Orbost, aged 12
years. Another, also for clothing, was issued to
John Richardson, aged 13 years. Cards were for
meat, tea and butter, and motor spirits.

VEHICLE HEADLIGHT COVER

This is essentially a light black-out for vehicles and
was owned by Bill Dreverman of Orbost. These were fitted to headlights so that
the only visible light was through a small glass slit in the black metal cover.
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