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ALBERT THOMAS CAM
The man behind the name on the entrance to the
BERT CAM WING at Lochiel House.
- compiled by Lois Crisp
Albert Thomas Cam’s birth was registered at Berwick in 1900.
His parents were James Robert and Alice Louisa Cam, and he
had a sister Ethel May born in 1902. A brother, Lesley Percy was
born in Tasmania about 1905, during the time James Cam
worked at the Mt. Lyell copper mine.
In 1923, “Bert” Cam married Stephanie Lane Mellier, at East
Melbourne, near where Stephanie had been living while
working as a shop assistant, but then most likely went to live at
Cranbourne where Bert was working as a dairy hand.
Stephanie had been born in Sydney. About 1937 the couple
moved to Orbost. They had no children, but, in later years, a
nephew came to visit from N.S.W..
Kaye Lynn remembers Bert and Stephanie arriving in Orbost on
an ‘Indian’ motorcycle and sidecar (very popular in those days).
They camped in a tent and Bert secured a job working on the
maize. When the maize cut out, Bert asked Kaye’s father,
“Jack”, if he could teach him to drive the tractor, and that
started a thirty-five year association with the Lynn family.
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Bert and Steph then lived in a two-roomed shack on Lynn’s property along Lochend Road. Kaye has
fond memories as a child, of visiting “Mrs” Cam just when hot scones were coming out of the camp
oven. At some stage the shack was moved up away from the river, (where it had actually been flooded
in 1934), and later, when Stephanie Cam became unwell, Mr Lynn ran a phone line from the shack to
his house. When the Cams were no longer there, the building gradually deteriorated and Kaye Lynn’s
son, Brett eventually cleared the site.
Prior to coming here to live in 1937, it would appear that Bert had previously been to Orbost working
on the maize. He told Lachie McAlister that he had first come to Orbost by train to find work. All the
boarding establishments were booked out so he asked an old chap where he could camp. He was
directed to a patch down a road, which turned out to be near the cemetery. Next morning he was
woken by a farmer on horseback, rounding up his dairy cows – the memory stayed with him all his life.
This would have been in the early ‘30s, “The Depression Days”.
Following a visit to his old haunts one time, Bert came back with a ‘Graham Paige’ car which had been
cut down to a ute’. Later he “graduated” to a ‘Morris Minor’ ute’, and Kaye Lynne bought the ‘Graham
Paige’.
Stephanie Cam died in Sale Hospital in July 1969, - her remains were cremated. Bert lived on for
another twenty-one years. In the 1978 Electoral Roll, his address was still Lochend Road, Newmerella,
and his occupation, Labourer. In the 1984 Roll, he was “Retired” and living in the “Orbost Hostel,
Stanley Street, Orbost”.
Neighbours on Lochend Road, Neil and Mary Gribenow remember Bert and his wife. They believe that
Bert was one of the first residents in Lochiel House or The Continuing Care Centre as it was known
originally, and that there now is a wing in the building named “The Bert Cam Wing”.

The Bert Cam
Wing, Lochiel
House
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Bert Cam’s 80th Birthday with Mr and Mrs Lynn

Lachie Macalister with Bert Cam’s
walking stick

Kaye Lynn said that Bert left a considerable amount of money to the care residence (Lochiel House) in
his Will. This would account for the “Bert Cam Wing”. He also remembers Bert’s loyalty to his
employers - if Bert heard it raining unexpectedly in the night, he would wake the Lynns to cover the
beans.
Bert came to know the Macalisters
when Lachie’s father Duncan also
worked for the Lynns. He became
friends with “Lachie” Macalister, and
when he was tidying his shack after his
wife died, he gave “Lachie” a walking
stick his father had had made for him
at Warburton by an old woodworker.
Albert Cam died on 3rd of December
1990 and was buried in the Orbost
Cemetery on 7th..

Albert Cam’s grave in Orbost Cemetery
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In recent times a great niece of Stephanie Cam came from Adelaide to visit Kaye Lynn. Kaye gave into
her care a case and a few sundries that were all the belongings that he had been able to retrieve.
And so, another quiet unassuming resident fades from memory, except in this case, we have a lasting
reminder, in the Bert Cam Wing in Lochiel House.
Note: There is no way that this account of Bert Cam can do justice to his long life. What I have
presented here are several memories of Bert and his wife Stephanie from people who knew them.
Bert’s appears to have been lived humbly, and his generosity is evident by his WILL donation to
Lochiel House in Orbost.
- Lois Crisp, October 2018

A note from Bert Cam to Lachie
McAlister. It reads:
“This Stick was made in 1910 at
Warburton of Fid[d]leback
Mountain ash from waste by a[n]
old man who worked wood into
eggcups, fruit and cake bowls,
bread boards and other wooden
objects and hand polished them.”

“My father bought it for me in
1915.
It is all yours now Lock.
- Bert Cam.”

Many Thanks to Kaye Lynn, Neil and Mary Griebenow, and Lachie Macalister for their willingness to
share memories, and the Management at Lochiel House for access to the building and records.
Other sources are BDMs of Vic., Cemetery records, (Thanks Judy Balmer, for your usual prompt
assistance), and our John Phillips who always manages to come up with some extra photos just
when we need them!
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