ORBOST & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY Inc.
P.O. BOX 284 ORBOST VIC 3888
President:
Vice President:
Secretary:
Interim Treasurer:
Collection Management:

Heather Terrell
Marilyn Morgan
May Leatch
May Leatch
Marlene Robb, Barry Miller, May
Leatch, Marilyn Morgan
Museum Committee:
John Phillips, Noreen Thomson, Eddie
Slatter, Geoff Stevenson
Research Secretary:
Lois Crisp
Newsletter Production: May Leatch

NEWSLETTER 147

June 2018

John Rowe
Pioneering School Teacher at Orbost & Jarrahmond Schools.
- by Lois Crisp
John Rowe, born Cornwall, England, began
teaching at Orbost, (initially part-time with
Jarrahmond) on 10th May 1886, following the very
short tenure of the first appointee, Campbell
MacKay.

Orbost and Jarrahmond State Schools
Nos. 2744 and 2745
11th of May 1886.
Sir,
I have the honour to inform you that I
started for the above districts on the 4th
instant, and after a long, tiresome and
difficult journey, reached Orbost on 9th inst.
On Monday 10th inst. I commenced duty
at Orbost and today I taught at
Jarrahmond.
The road from Orbost to Jarrahmond
crossed a morass a mile long which, since
the late heavy rains, is almost impassable.
At present I am doubtful whether I can go
to Jarrahmond, regularly because
sometimes I shall be unable to hire a horse,
but as soon as I have enough money I shall
buy a horse and saddle.
I am, Sir
Your obedient servant
John Rowe.
This is how John Rowe began his teaching career
at Orbost and Jarrahmond in 1886, a career which
continued at Orbost until 1908 when he retired
due to ill health. It was a difficult beginning,
coming to a town which had only been ‘born’ in
1881 and to a district with few amenities.

As seen from this claim for travel expenses, John
came from Daylesford where he had been
teaching. He caught a train to Melbourne and
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then to Sale
where he boarded
a river steamer
through the Lakes
to Cunninghame.
From here he
crossed Lake
Tyers by boat (it
which must have
been open to the
sea at that time),
and lastly by
coach to Orbost.
His total cost was
£3/11/3.
His difficulties
continued. John
says that he was
‘disappointed’ by
many things
about his
‘promotion’ to
Orbost. For a start
with his lodgings
at the Orbost
Hotel were both
expensive and
’undesirable’, if
not downright
‘unsuitable’.
He pointed out
that he had never
paid more than
17/6 per week for
board and lodging and washing, whereas in
Orbost, the only place to stay was the hotel (he
described what an undesirable place it was), and
the charge is 25/- per week plus 2/- extra for
washing, which left him with 15/-per week.
Interestingly, he stated that he had others
dependent on him and he could not help them
much. (Aged parents perhaps!!)

Thanks to information gathered by John Rowe’s
great-granddaughter, Kerry McKendrick, prior to
Daylesford, he had been the first teacher
appointed to Rosebud when that school opened
on the 4th September 1884.
After being in Orbost for three years, John
married Annie Paterson on 23rd April 1889 at her
parents home “Nardoo Park”, Woosang, where
she had been living. Woosang is midway between
Wedderburn and Charlton on the Calder Highway!

He requested an extra allowance of 8/- or 10/- per
week and “that payment be based on inspection
results he gained at Daylesford, until the Inspector
has examined Orbost and Jarrahmond on two
occasions”.

How did John meet Annie so far from Orbost?
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‘Vision and Realization’ (the Vic. Ed. Dept.
history) records that a school opened at Woosang

East in 1882, but unfortunately, unlike most entries, it
does not give the first teacher. Was John Rowe
teaching at Woosang East before he went to Rosebud?
As our John Rowe was most likely the John Rowe,
who became a registered teacher in 1878, this seems
a possibility, (PROV Indexes).
John and Annie had two daughters and one son, all
born in Orbost and surely attending the Orbost State
School where their father taught.
Mary Isabella Watson Rowe was born in 1891 and
married Don Glasgow in Orbost on 9th April 1919.
Jessie Irene Rowe was born in 1893. In 1910 at the age
of 17, she attained Teacher registration, (ID 16970).
The family believe she did not continue teaching,
however Murray Kerr, in his “Recollections” for the
Orbost School Centenary book in 1986 remembered
Jessie Rowe as one of his teachers during his time
(1909 to 1918). Still, we can’t be sure that this was as a
registered teacher or just as a Student Teacher. She
married at Orbost in 1918 to Joseph McKay Aberdeen,
(also a teacher!) who, from his Obituary in ’The Age’
29 May 1951, was teaching at Footscray Technical
School when he died. (He has been attributed to being

ABOVE: A formal photograph of John Rowe and
Annie Paterson, possibly their wedding in 1889.

ABOVE: Although we have this photograph of the Memorial Gates which were dedicated to John
Rowe, we do not know the exact location. Also, does anyone know what happened to them?
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influential in setting up TAFE education in Victoria).

collapsed while on his way to visit his other daughter,
Mrs. Glasgow. His body was brought back to Orbost to
be buried in the Orbost Cemetery on 30th September

John and Annie’s son William Gilbert Rowe, born
1896, died on 6th July 1916 at the Alfred Hospital. He
had enlisted in WW1 and was serving/training at
Broadmeadows Military Camp when he contracted
meningitis. He was buried in Orbost – at that time, his
parents were still residents of this area.

From a number of reports, he had been regarded as a
kindly man, always ready to help, and as well as his
involvement with the Presbyterian Church, he was also
Librarian at the Mechanics Institute and Secretary of
the local Repatriation Committee.

If you look back to Newsletter No. 48 July 2008, “Men
of Faith – The Pentecost Island Mask and the
Reverend Morton”, you will read that the larger of the
two masks Reverend Morton gave to friends was
consigned for sale by the son of a niece of “Mrs.
Marybell (sic) Glasgow, who, in turn, had inherited it
from her parents, Mr. and Mrs. John Rowe”. According
to his obituary in the ‘Snowy River Mail’ dated
30-9-1920, “Mr. Rowe had been session clerk of the
Presbyterian Church for many years”. No doubt he had
become a close friend of the Rev. Morton.

The respect in which he was held, was evidenced by
the fact, that in 1937, possibly after the “Back To
Orbost”, which was held at the end of February 1937,
ex-students of John Rowe instigated the building of
Memorial Gates in his Honour. (It was actually 50
years since the Orbost State School opened so this
could have added to the significance of the gates).
Mrs Rowe, who had left the district in 1922, was in
Orbost for the Opening Ceremony held on the 28th
October 1937 and had the honour of turning the key
to open them.

John Rowe died in September 1920 aged 57. The
‘Snowy River Mail’ reported that he had been staying
at his daughter’s (Mrs. Aberdeen) at Ormond and had

LEFT: These graves
are side by side in
Orbost Cemetery.
Far left is the grave of
Private William (Will)
Gilbert Rowe who
died in 1916 while in
training for World
War 1 at
Broadmeadows.
The grave at left is
John and Annie Rowe.
Note that their
children are referred
to as Marybell (Mary
Isabella), Jessie, and
Will.

This Newsletter was initiated by an inquiry from Mrs. Kerry
McKendrick who was asking for information about her greatgrandfather, John Rowe.
Other sources were :
Public Record Office of Victoria (PROV)
Registry of Births, Deaths and marriages,
Trove newspapers on-line.
Snowy River Mail
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