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Grevillea Grove, a garden in a quarry
Compiled by Audrey Van Den Berg
New to the district, I became a
member of the Garden Club in 2005
and sometimes heard “Grevillea
Grove” mentioned, so I set about
finding out where it was. I didn’t
know if it was a street, or a park or a
road lined with grevilleas. There
were no signs anywhere. So I asked
“Where and what was it?”
It is fortunate that some Secretaries
of Clubs are meticulous in recording
the Club’s activities. So it was with
Margaret Kleinitz, Secretary of the
Orbost Garden Club during the
1970s and 1980s.
Margie showed me her hand
-written exercise book and album of
photos and clippings about Grevillea
Grove and I was blown away with
ABOVE: Margaret Kleinitz and Megan Christie.
the amount of volunteer work and
dedication by Club members.
Margie kept notes and photos of the Club’s big project of that time: the creation of Grevillea
Grove Garden in the old Orbost quarry.
This is what I found out.
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From the early days of Orbost’s development
rock was needed for roads and other civic
constructions, so a quarry located in Lochiel
Street, just near the corner of Browning Street
was opened up. However, by the 1970s, it had
long been abandoned and was infested with
weeds and junk. The Scout Hall was nearby.
There had been many complaints about
the state of the old quarry, particularly since the
new highway by-pass in 1975 made Lochiel
Street a new entrance to Orbost. Civic pride had
to kick in, so the Orbost Garden Club decided to
take the challenge.
ABOVE: Louise Nugent, Bruce Robinson,
and Gordon Ostler with a little helper,
Megan Christie.

Blackberries, elm suckers, and other weeds, truck
bodies, dumped pipes and wire and old tins and
various bits of rubbish were removed, poisoned,
or burned.
The entrance to the quarry was revealed
and the rock face offered a wonderful backdrop.

ABOVE: The clean up begins.

ABOVE: Bruce Robinson on his tractor helping to level
sand which was brought in to help with drainage.

Beautification of the old quarry began in
1979 with an invitation to enter the Victorian
Garden State Premiers Innovative Community
Projects Award. Plans were drawn by the
Council for the Garden and permission was also
gained from the Lands Department who
controlled most of the site.
Although the award was not successful,
the energy and enthusiasm continued, with help
from various service clubs and the Scouts.

ABOVE: Time for a ‘cuppa’.

Drainage had to be put in to the lower
section near the Scout Hall to stop this area
becoming a quagmire due to water from
Council’s works depot and truck washing near
the top of the quarry. So the Garden Club made a
waterfall over the rock face and channelled the
drainage via a small creek with a walking bridge,
and water tolerant plants. The Council did stop
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to make a low fence to
prevent the gravel spill, and
planted groundcovers.
After levelling, a flat
area with an entrance to
Lochiel Street became a
picnic area with assistance of
several truckloads of soil
from Ivan Ostler, and also
from the Council. Crown
Lands donated picnic tables.
In 1981, the Club was
helped with a $500
Encouragement Award from
the State Garden Committee
to buy plants from the
Forestry Nursery.
This worked in well
with a visit from Kevin Heinze
in May 1981. Kevin was the
ABC TV presenter of a
gardening show called “Sow
What”. Plants for a big
planting effort by students
from four local schools
ABOVE: Kevin Heinz of TV fame visited the Grevillea Grove site in 1981
arrived by train just the day
for a major planting day with local schools.
before Kevin’s visit to Orbost.
This was the Club’s first major planting. Since
then, work progressed with pathways and

ABOVE: Gordon Ostler and Kit Young
attending to the Pansy Patch.

the oil and grease from flowing down, but the
water continued.
Another problem was the overflow of
gravel from the Council’s depot, so the Garden
Club held a working-bee, assisted by the Lions,

ABOVE: Students from Merindah having a break after
doing some planting of wattles.
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plants, including grevilleas for their colour,
drought-resistance, and bird-attraction.
Grevillea Grove became very popular for
picnics and weddings, for nature walks, and for

ABOVE: One of the regular working bees held by the
Garden Club to maintain and develop Grevillea Grove.
This was a community project with the aim of providing
an asset for Orbost.

coach groups and visitors including other garden
clubs.
For nearly ten years, the Orbost Garden Club
cared for Grevillea Grove which had become a
welcoming and beautiful entrance to Orbost and
a well-used community facility.

ABOVE: A wedding at Grevillea Grove, February 1983:
Joanne Mundy signing the Register with her father
John Mundy assisting.

Then, in September 1989 came a decision from the State Government to develop the Grevillea Grove
site into a Rainforest Interpretation and Visitor Centre.
This meant the end of the Garden Club’s Grevillea Grove and its replacement with a planted
rainforest, interpretive walkways and trails, and a specially designed building with displays, videos
and visitor information. The Scout Hall was later shifted to a new site adjacent to Orbost North
School. A new era for the old quarry had begun.
LEFT: Building the Rainforest
Interpretation Visitors Centre which
functioned for almost ten years before
being closed down.
2018 update: The Rainforest
Interpretive Centre no longer exists.
The site is now administered by a
Committee of Management (COM)
appointed by the State Govt. with the
building being rented to Orbost
Neighbourhood House. The planted
rainforest and walkways are maintained
by the COM.
The Orbost Visitors Information Centre
is located at the Slab Hut.
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