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THE MAJESTIC PICTURE THEATRE
and the HARDY FAMILY - Part 2

Above: Story Board, Nicholson Street, Orbost, design and layout by May Leatch.
This Newsletter continues the story of the Majestic Picture Theatre and Thomas and Emily Hardy’s family.
Information gathered since the publication of the November Newsletter has been included in this issue. The
following are acknowledged for their contributions: Will Burke for his research of the war records, information
and photographs of his ancestors; Lindsay Thomson, Marina Johnson, Tony Herbert, Marilyn Morgan, ‘Snowy
River Mail’, Orbost Football Club and the Orbost and District Historical Society’s archives and photographs..
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THOMAS AND EMILY HARDY AND FAMILY
Thomas (Tom) HARDY was a barber by trade and
one of the first hairdressers at Orbost. He was born in
Yorkshire, England, in 1861 and, according to his
obituary, printed in the ‘Snowy River Mail’, on
Wednesday, May 3, 1939, he came to Australia from
Middlesburgh, England, in about 1877 at the age of
16. At that time he was a champion skater and was
engaged in exhibition work in Melbourne before he
took over the management of the Richmond skating
rink. Later he went to Rochester where he started a
hairdressing and tobacconist shop. He also had
mining interests at Woods Point and was a keen
prospector.
The obituary states that Tom came to Orbost in
1906, however it seems he was already living at
Orbost by this time as he married Emily SAXTON in
1904 and their first child, Adelaide, was born at Orbost
in 1904.
His wife, Emily (nee SAXTON), was born in 1879,
at Woods Point, the daughter of Theophilus SAXTON
and Stella FAIRCHILD.

Majestic Theatre

Residence

The Thomas Hardy family residence was next to the State Savings
Bank of Victoria (now the Commonwealth Bank). The house and
striped verandah roof can be seen on the left behind the motor car
together with the roof-line of the Majestic Theatre building.

Tom Hardy’s Hairdressing
and Tobacconist Shop

Tom continued his hairdressing and tobacconist
business at Orbost and when the railway line was
being constructed he started a shop at Tildesley
[Wombat Creek]. Later he carried on his business at
the lower end of Nicholson Street and then in a shop
later occupied by Mr Lionel NOWLAN in the Gippsland
& Northern building on the corner of Nicholson and
Salisbury streets.
Emily and Tom had eight children, 4 daughters
then 4 sons, all born at Orbost. Interestingly four of
the children were blessed with the names of
Australian capital cities and the last two sons given
the names of New Zealand cities:
Adelaide, b, 1904; Perth, 1906; Catherine, 1907;
Emily, 1909; Sydney, 9-5-1912; Hobart Sexton,
1915, Thomas Wellington, 1917; and Nelson John,
b. 7-4-1922. Sadly Thomas Wellington died on 29-41918, aged 11 months,
Tom Hardy built his own Majestic Hall, adjacent to
his residence, in Nicholson Street, Orbost, and ran the
Majestic Picture Theatre for 25 years. The initial
building did not have a floor or a roof so it was openair pictures with frescoes painted on the walls. Later a
new building with a wooden floor and a roof was
constructed to accommodate dancing and Tom’s
interest and expertise in roller skating. The wooden
floor was 3” x 2” timber set on top of a concrete floor
with cut-outs in the bearers to allow for air circulation.
In later years the roof on the projection box was raised
to provide relief from the heat generated in the
projection area. Val Morgan was the advertising
agent and slides promoting both local and national
events and businesses were shown before the
commencement of the featured film and at interval.
Thomas successfully combined the running of the
Hall and Picture Theatre with his hairdressing and
tobacconist business at Orbost for many years.
He died on 3-5-1939, aged 77, at the home of his
daughter, Adelaide (Mrs Jack WILTON), Boundary
Road, Orbost, and was buried on 4-5-1939, at the
Orbost Cemetery.

The Gippsland and Northern Co-operative Building on the corner of
Salisbury and Nicholson Streets, Orbost, where Thomas Hardy
conducted his hairdressing and tobacconist business, after moving
from the lower end of Nicholson Street. He occupied a section on
the right hand end which was later taken over by Mr Lionel Nowlan.

The Headstone and Plaque at the Orbost Cemetery depicting
the burial plot for Emily and Thomas Hardy and their infant
son, Thomas Wellington.

His wife, Emily, had predeceased him almost five
years earlier. She suddenly collapsed and died on 9-6
-1934, aged 54, at her residence, Nicholson Street,
Orbost, soon after returning home after viewing films
at the next-door Majestic Theatre. Aged 55 years she
was buried on 11-6-1934, at the Orbost Cemetery.
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The seven surviving children attended Orbost State
School and the Higher Elementary School which
shared the State School site in Ruskin Street.
ADELAIDE HARDY
The eldest child, Adelaide, was born at Orbost, in
1904 and married John Oke (Jack) WILTON. Both
Adelaide and Jack were well known at Orbost and
following a Kitchen Tea and Social evening held at the
“Majestic Theatre”, on Monday, 13th February, 1933,
with about 200 guests present, a quiet wedding was
celebrated at St. John’s Church of England,
Bairnsdale, on Monday, 20th February.
John WILTON was born on 22-2-1898 at
Flemington. He was a grocer by trade and gave
service in both World Wars. He had served one year
with the Senior Cadets and 3 years with the Australian
Citizen Force prior to enlisting with the AIF on 12-61916. Service No. 6650. He was a Private with the
5th Battalion, 21st Reinforcements, and served in
France. During action on the Western front he was
wounded in action on 30-9-1917 receiving gunshot
wounds to his left arm and left leg. He returned to
Australia on 25-1-1919 and was discharged from the
Army on 30-4-1919. He then lived with his mother,
Mrs E HUNT at Peel Street Collingwood.

PERTH HARDY
Perth, the second daughter, born in 1906, at
Orbost, married Joseph Alfred Percy BODE. Their
engagement was announced in June 1933 and the
marriage was celebrated later that year.
The Misses Hardy sisters, who we assume were
Adelaide, Perth, Catherine and Emily, conducted a
business as fruiterers and confectioners in Orbost
from about 1926 to 1932. In October 1932 Mr Ivor
THOMSON notified the public that he had taken over
the Soft Drink and Sweet Shop from Miss Perth
HARDY and was carrying a large stock of Choice Fruit
and Vegetables. [’Snowy River Mail’, October 26, 1932].
Percy BODE was born at Bairnsdale in 1895 and
was a businessman who conducted a watchmakers
and jewellers shop at 177 Main Street, Bairnsdale, for
many years. After their marriage Perth and Percy
lived at 19 Macarthur Street, Bairnsdale.

When he came to Orbost he was employed as a
linesman with the Postmaster General’s Department,
and with the outbreak of World War 2 he again
enlisted with the Australian Army.
Service No:
V23313. He was married and living at Orbost when
he enlisted at Sale on 15-7-1940. Next of Kin:
Adelaide HARDY. He held the rank of Captain with
the 19th Works Company at the date of his discharge
on 28-5-1946. He returned to Orbost after the war
and became a Line-foreman with the PMG Dept.

Percy Bode, Watchmakers and Jewellers, located at 177 Main
Street, Bairnsdale. After Percy’s death the business was carried on
by his son John Baron Bode, also a jeweller. It closed on 1-8-1986
after almost 86 years of trading.

Jack was retired and living at Bairnsdale when he
died on 23-11-1977, aged 81, and was buried at the
Bairnsdale Cemetery. Adelaide passed away on 28-82002, at Sale, aged 97, and was buried at Bairnsdale.

Joseph Alfred Percy BODE was living in retirement
at Bairnsdale when he passed away on 8-9-1971 at
the age of 76. Perth died on 22-10-1975, aged 69, at
Bairnsdale.

PLAQUES
AT THE
BAIRNSDALE
CEMETERY
Left:
JOHN OKE
&
ADELAIDE
WILTON
Right:
JOSEPH ALFRED
PERCY
&
PERTH
BODE
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CATHERINE HARDY
Catherine, the third daughter, was born at Orbost
in 1907. She is listed as a shop assistant, Main
Street, Orbost, in the 1937 Electoral Roll, so maybe
she continued working for Ivor Thomson after he took
over her sister, Perth’s, fruiterer and confectionery
business in October 1932.
Soon after, it appears she moved to Melbourne and
was doing home duties at Irwell Street, Balaclava, in
1939, and at Gipps Street, East Melbourne, in 1941.
The 1946 and 1949 Electoral Rolls list her as an
aircraft worker living at 308 Dandenong Road,
Armadale.
Catherine was living in retirement at Armadale
when she died in Melbourne on 26-3-1977, aged 69.
She was buried on 31-3-1977 at the Springvale
Botanical Cemetery.
EMILY HARDY
Emily, the fourth child, was born in 1909 at Orbost
and married John Francis JONES in 1931.
Her husband, John, was born on 3-10-1906 at
Nerory, Ireland, the son of Ernest and Mary JONES.
He died as a POW, on 30-6-1943, aged 36, in
Thailand and was buried at the Kanchanaburi War
Cemetery.
John was a labourer and transport driver living at
Orbost when he enlisted with the AIF at Caulfield on
27-6-1940. Service No.: VX42015. Next of Kin: Wife,
Mrs Emily JONES, Orbost, Victoria. He was a
Signalman and initially attached to the 1st Corp
Signals and later transferred to the 8th Division
Signals. On 30-11-1941 he was promoted to the rank
of Lance corporal with the 74 Light Aid Detachment, a
position he held at the time of his death. He went
missing in Malaya on 31-3-1942 and was taken
Prisoner of War on 1-4-1943 after Singapore was
captured by the Japanese. He was forced to work on
the Thai-Burma Railway with the other captured
Australian service personnel with disease being the
foremost cause of death. Excessive work, poor food,
malnutrition and the refusal of the Japanese to provide
sufficient medical supplies caused him to fall ill with
Cholera.
John died of illness
in the Malay Camp,
Thailand, on 30-6-1943.
His wife and two
daughters, Patricia and
Elizabeth, were not
notified of his death
until late 1945 (over 2
years later), and only
when the POW soldiers
started returning home.
Emily died on 27-61993, aged 89, and was
cremated at Springvale
on 30-6-1993.

Above: The War Cemetery plaque at the Kanchanaburi
War Cemetery, Siam, for John Francis Jones and entries
relating to his death in official publications.

SYDNEY HARDY
Sydney, the eldest son and fifth child of Thomas
and Emily HARDY was born on 9-5-1912, at Orbost.
He grew up in the family home in Nicholson Street
and attended the Orbost State and Higher Elementary
Schools, gaining his Merit Certificate (Grade 8). On
leaving school he obtained employment with Mr Harry
BAUGHURST becoming skilled in the grocery trade.

Harry Baughurst’s Grocery and Ironmongery business on the
corner of Nicholson and Tarra Streets, Orbost. Sydney Hardy
worked here after leaving school until he enlisted in World War 2.
Originally the business was purchased from George Forrest in 1922
and Mr Hefford sold his interest in 1925. Harry Baughurst then
carried on the grocery business and after World War 2 he was
joined by his sons, Bill and Bruce. Groceries were home delivered
by horse and cart, bicycle, and later motor vehicle. The bakery
building at the rear was demolished in 1979.

Above: Pay book photo of John Francis Jones taken at the
time of his enlistment in the 2nd A.I.F.
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Sydney married Mattie Crane SIMPSON on 2-21937 and they lived at 55 Boundary Road, Orbost.
They had two daughters, Jillian and Kay, who were
both born at Orbost and attended the Orbost State
School then the Orbost High School. Jillian attended
the High School from Form 1 (1952) to Form 5 (1956)
and was a member of the Student Council in 1956.
Kay was in Form 1 in 1957, and shortly after Sydney’s
sudden death in 1958, Mattie and her children moved
to Melbourne.

Sydney and Mattie HARDY.

Sydney also carried on the Majestic Picture
Theatre after his father’s death in 1939. Later he was
an employee of the Forests Commission. In January
1958 he applied to the Secretary of Army Records for
a copy of his Certificate of Discharge which was
required by his new employer, the Public Service
Board. He had mislaid his original certificate. After
working for the Department of State Forest for about 8
months he was out in his yard helping to saw wood
when he was stricken and tragically died on 17-81958, aged 46. He was buried on 20-8-1958 at the
Springvale Botanical Cemetery.
Mattie died on 13-7-1998, aged 88, at Newcomb,
Geelong, and is buried at the Geelong Eastern
Cemetery.

Kay and Jillian.

Plaque at the Springvale
Botanical Cemetery.

Sydney enlisted with the A.I.F. in World War 2. He
was living at Orbost when he enlisted at Caulfield on
13-3-1942. He joined as a Private, Service No.
VX77858, with the 5th Docks Operating Company,
Royal Australian Engineers, and after spending two
weeks training at the Wagga Wagga, NSW, depot he
joined the 10th Infantry Battalion at Watsonia. Further
training was undertaken at Parkville, Kapooka, NSW,
Sydney and Adelaide. He saw service in the Northern
Territory at Adelaide River which became an important
tactical supply and communications base for all
branches of the armed forces. Syd was promoted to
Acting Corporal on 4-6-1943 with his rank of Corporal
with the 5th Docks Operating Company being
confirmed on 9-8-1943. He held the rank of Corporal
when he received his discharge at Royal Park,
Melbourne, on 21-7-1944.
Next of Kin: Mattie
HARDY.
After his release from Army service, Sydney
returned to Orbost and re-entered the grocery trade.
Harry BAUGHURST’s two sons, Bill and Bruce, had
joined that firm so Syd took up a position as manager
of BULLOCK’s Grocery Chain Store at Orbost, which
he held for many years.

Sydney (on right) with some American
soldiers in the Northern Territory in 1943.

Sydney
was
a
prominent sportsman.
He played tennis for the
Orbost Club which had
3 pennant teams in the
competition at the time.
Other teams were Bete
Bolong and Epplestuns
(a private court in
Forest Road). He also
played football for
Orbost in the East
Gippsland
Football
League
which
consisted of teams from
Nowa Nowa, Lake
Tyers, Lakes Entrance
and Newmerella.

Bullock’s Grocery Store

Bullock’s Grocery Chain Store, Nicholson Street, Orbost, where Syd Hardy was
manager from 1944 until 1957.
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Above left: Sydney Hardy in his Army uniform.
Above right: Will Burke, Syd’s great grandson, wearing
an original WW2 Australian uniform with his great
grandfather’s Unit patches and ranking on it, and proudly
holding a photo of his great grandfather.
Will diligently researched the war records of his great
grandfather and great uncles and provided the
information and related photographs for this Newsletter.

HOBART SEXTON HARDY
Hobart Sexton (Bart), the second son and sixth
child, was born in 1915, at Orbost. He grew up in the
family home, next door to the Majestic Theatre.
He is listed as a Factory employee, Nicholson
Street. Orbost in the 1937 Electoral Roll. He was a
competent sportsman and with his brother, Sydney,
played tennis and football with the Orbost teams.
Shortly after 1937 he moved to Hobart, Tas., and
married Thelma Joan (maiden name not known)
HARDY. They had five children: Paul (died Oct. 1967,
North Hobart, buried on 27-10-1967, Cornelian Bay
Cemetery, Tas.); Pat; Thomas; Christine; and Lynette.
Bart died on 19-6-1987, at Glebe, Tasmania, and
was buried on 24-6-1987, with his son Paul, at the
Cornelian Bay Cemetery, Tasmania.

Orbost Higher Elementary School, Form F, 1919: Perth Hardy

Orbost Higher Elementary School, 1921: Cath Hardy

Headstone for Hobart Sexton Hardy and his son Paul
at the Cornelian Bay Cemetery, Tasmania.

THOMAS WELLINGTON HARDY
Thomas Wellington, the third son and seventh
child was born at Orbost in 1917, and died on 24-91918 (aged 11 months), at Orbost. He is buried with
his parents at the Orbost Cemetery.
NELSON JOHN HARDY
Nelson John, the fourth
son and eighth child, was
born at Orbost on 7-4-1922.
He enlisted at Orbost
with the 2nd AIF on 27-101940. Service No. V23363.
Next of Kin: Sydney
HARDY. He served with
the 13th Light Horse which
was, for a short time,
commanded by his brotherin-law, John Oke WILTON.
John was retired and
living at Seaford when he
died at Dandenong on 8-91983, aged 61. He was
cremated on 12-9-1983, at
Springvale.
John had one son.

Orbost State School, Grade 3, c.1919: Syd Hardy

Nelson John Hardy

Orbost Football Club Premiership Team, 1933: Syd & Hobart Hardy
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